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Grant Application and Reporting Guidelines

The Alec Russell Education Trust (ARET) grant giving programme aims in to increase educational attainment for children and young adults living in developing world.  Primarily, although not exclusively, the Trust will fund access to education and increased educational attainment within Sierra Leone. 

The programme offers a two tiered approach that provides grants to individuals to assist with access to education and to organisations, mainly charities and schools to improve educational attainment for a group of children and young adults.  Grants are normally paid for activities within a 12 month period except where the grant is for fees for higher or university education.  Although not normally, the Trust will consider activities that incur costs over a period of up to 3 years. 

Any applications to ARET must be able to evidence the Trusts charitable aims, which are : 

· Advancement of education 

· Relief of Poverty 

Individual Grants 

ARET recognises the difficulties for individual children in the developing world to access effective education that will assist them in realising and reaching their potential.  Individual grants can be given to children and young adults to support them to access appropriate education.  Individual grant applications must be endorsed by a recognised member of the community or a teacher within their current educational establishment.  If applying for education or university fees these will be paid on an annual instalment basis with further year's funding only being released upon satisfactory reports.

The Trust would consider funding the following items for individual grants (this is not exclusive) : 

· Education Fees 

· Uniforms

· Educational Equipment and sundry goods

· Travel expenses to access education

Organisation Grants 

A community or charity either based in a developing country (primarily Sierra Leone) or whose 

activity directly supports children living within a developing world can apply for a grant. Charities applying for grants will be required to evidence their charitable status and provide a recent copy of their signed accounts.  Communities applying for grants will require their application to be endorsed by a recognised person who will be able to provide a written reference regarding the community’s intention and ability to utilise the grant responsibly and effectively. 

The Trust will normally award grants of up to £500 although in exceptional circumstances grants in excess of this amount would be considered. 

The Trust would consider funding the following items for organisation grants (this is not exclusive) 

· Educational equipment and sundry goods 

· Salaries (teachers and support staff) 

· Extra-curricular activities 

· Repairs and improvements to school buildings 

· School meals programme 

The Trust will not consider funding the following items/activities either for individuals or organisations. 

· Activities that do not meet the charitable aims 

· Activities and items that promote sole religious or political beliefs.

· Research or feasibility studies

· Activities that take place out with what is considered the developing world

· Activities where funding is the responsibility of a statutory or public body

Application Process

All grant applications should be completed using the relevant application form and should be forwarded to The Trust for consideration either by email or post.  A member of the trust will notify the applicant on the safe receipt of the application. 

Successful applications must be able to evidence how the grant will meet the charitable aims and provide evidence of impact. 

The Trust meets 3 times per year to consider applications in April, August and January (dates not specified).  

The Trust will not normally accept or consider an application out with the applications meetings, however in times of crisis discretionary payments can be made in exceptional circumstances. 

The decision of the Trust will be given within 2 weeks of the applications meetings and for unsuccessful applications guidance will be given on when a further application can be submitted. 

Reporting Process 

Where the Trust has provided a grant for ongoing educational fees e.g. for higher or university education the fees will be provided in annual instalment following satisfactory annual reports of progress of the student. It will be the responsibility of the applicant to produce these reports which may not be the student. 

When the Trust has provided a grant to cover costs of activities or goods over a 12 month period the Trust will expect a progress at the end of the 12 month period, this date will be outlined within the grant offer letter. 

If the Trust has provided a grant to cover costs of activities up to a 3 year period the grant will be paid in annual instalments with each instalment only being released upon the receipt of satisfactory reports.  The dates for payments and reports will be outlined within the grant offer letter. 

All reports must be able to evidence how the charitable aims have been met and the impact of the grant. 

Further applications for individuals or organisations will not be considered until progress reports for previous funding have been received. 

For any further information or questions then please email : info@aret.scot

Alec Russell Educational Trust

c/o Brodies LLP
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